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TI'H: role of the Key Contact Physician is
the most imponant pan of the Florida
Medical Association’s many-facered leg-
iskative program. It is they who ane first w
approach their legiskitors with. infoma-
ton about pending health care legislation
and serve as expen resources throughout
the provess,

Withour the strong, consistent pnes-
ence of plivsicmns who are informed and
able o communicale posilions on Ssues
an the local kevel, organized medicine
ks Deing perceived by legislions as
simply another big, special-interest group
Elected officials are much more likely to
respond  positively 1o influences  from
their own constiuents than 1© an am-
biguous presence in Tallabasser.

Key Contacts meet porcorally with
thcir legislaoss an beast twice o year, The
first meeting, in the fall, lavs the: ground-
waork for all subsequent mectings and
contcts and covers all potential issues in
verry B amd genesral terms, Alter the
mew year, second mectings become mane
psc-specilic and key contacts seek com-
milments on votes for the most onitical
isues, The results of these meetings ane
relayed w0 FMA stall so that plans can be
msiche for lndling the ssues once session
COMYeTes,

Whike the legislature mects, Key
Contacts are ofien called upon 10 comact
their legislators prior oo ontical votes,
They may alwo e asked o encourage
thewr colleagues o call, write ketters or
send telegrams o legislaons about spe-
cific issues. If an individual vote on an
sy gains catcal importance, the phy-
scian wiy travel o Tallahassco w make
a reguest for suppor in person.

As this anicle goes 10 press, Key
Contact Physicians are meeting with our

2

legiskitors across the state in cfforts o
create a favomble amosphere for our
legislative prormties, [na voar that seems
cemain 1w e domimited by bodgetary
constcunts and Tunding problems, their
tsk is sure 1o be difficull — and more
important than ever.

This yeur physicians representing
the interests of organized medicne are
working with our legislators prior to the
stant of the legisktive session on March 5.
The following s a sampling of what will
probably be the most important medical
issues before the 1991 Florkla Legislature:

® AIDYS: Legrshation will T sought to
allow physicians 1o 1est patents for AIDS
when medwally indwared in their pro-
Fessdomal judisenwent. In addition, positive
HIV tests should be reported 10 county
public health units and contact tracing
should be done. OF course, confidential-
iy FEMAins an imEsLnt concem as it is
with any otherdoctor-patienl relationship.

= Mandatory Medicare Assign-
ment: The Flosla Medical Assocition
opposes this legslaton which woulkd
make it a condinon of Licensure that
Flomda phyvsicems sooept whiast Medicane
deems o be reasonable pavment as tofal
pavmient for senioes regandless of the
patien’s ability o pay

» Access Issues: Physicians recog-
nize the need for increased acoess o
medical care, pankularly among the in-
digent. The FMA proposes that phvsicians
who agree o0 reat indigents for free or
under contrct o @OVeTUment agencies
should receive liability protection while
providing these services. In addition,
physicians who deliver bahies for moth-
ers wha have had no peematal cane should
receive some form of liability protection

I cemain areas, there has been a
growing call for a some kind of state-run
health care system. House Bill 1 would
cstablish a “Universal Access™ plan for
Flonda. The FMA opposes this ball and is
currently working with business groups
around the state to come up with rational
solutions to the problems they are having
in ofaining affordable health care cov-
erage for their emplovees,

# PIP Fee Schedule: The auto n-
surance industry has proposed that phy-
sicians who weat auio zocident victims
under personal ingury protection policies
be govemned by a workers compensation-
iy fee schedube. The FAMA opposes any
legislation that would impose such con-
trobs Because they have not proved 1o be
effective in reducing costs,

= Boating Safety: Floridu leads the
nation in oating Fatalivies and ey, The
FMA supports legistation that would license
boat operators and assure that they are
educated about current boating safery
skills.

In addition to the ssues listed here,
it i likely that over 400 pieces of legisla-
tony will b addressed by the legisknine
that could have an impact on the practioe
of medicine in Flonda, Key Contact Phy-
sicians opertng in the best nterest of
medical professionals and the public will,
in many instances, be responsite for our
begiskators having the ability o make well-
informed decisions when these bills come
before them.

Without our Key Contact Physicians
it is unlikely that our legislative program
would continue to be credible and suc-
cessful in woday's complicated legslative
enVIFonment
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